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Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45pm on the second Tuesday of the month in
Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, NG14 5EY. The speaker’s
talk is followed by tea, coffee and cakes. Visitors are very welcome and may attend
two meetings without charge or obligation to join. Please arrive in good time as latecomers
can make it difficult for others to hear the announcements.
Information about future Speaker Meetings can be found at https://bju3a.co.uk/events/

JULY 2026
NEWS BULLETIN

Tuesday 14th July – Stephen Booth
“The Psychology of Murder”

Stephen is a locally-based award-winning crime writer whose 15 novels, set in the
atmospheric and beautiful Peak District in Derbyshire, are based on the detective pairing
of two young police detectives from Derbyshire named DS Diane Fry and DC Ben Cooper.
The TV series, “Cooper and Fry”, based on the books, was screened on Channel 5 in
November 2025. Ben Cooper is played by Robert James-Collier, known for his role as
Thomas Barrow in Downton Abbey.
During his early career, Stephen had been a teacher; he then entered journalism as a
reporter covering rugby. Later assignments were wide ranging, from reporting on village
Women's Institute meetings to coverage of the hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper. He has said
that working on the serial murder case had a direct influence on his leap to fiction writing.
He began to look at the subject in a new light when his wife pointed out that even he
could be a suspect in the case, and that she could not provide him with an alibi during the
hours he worked the night shift!

Almost 70 members and friends attended the now “annual“ U3A
quiz night on June 5th in BJ Village Hall. A very close scoring night
was won by the (ironically-named) team, “THE DONALD TRUMP FAN
CLUB” who just got over the line by 1 point after scoring a maximum
10 points on the last round. The second-placed team on the night,

“UNIVERSALLY CHALLENGED” led all the way but could only score 8 points on the last round.
Other prize winners on the night were “QUIZ TEAM AGUILERA” for the most inventive
name and, in the sense that they were bottom of the table, supporting all the others, the

“strongest” team at the event, “THE CRISP APPRECIATION SOCIETY” happily accepted
“specially commissioned“ wooden spoons. A very good night was had by all.

Many thanks to Quiz Master Rupert Williams for devising and comparing the quiz and
to Anne Hegarty for keeping score.
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