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Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45pm on the second Tuesday of the month in
Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, NG14 5EY. The speaker’s
talk is followed by tea, coffee and cakes. Visitors are very welcome and may attend
two meetings without charge or obligation to join. Please arrive in good time as latecomers
can make it difficult for others to hear the announcements.
Information about future Speaker Meetings can be found at https://bju3a.co.uk/events/
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Tuesday 14th July – Stephen Booth
“The Psychology of Murder”

Stephen is a locally-based award-winning crime writer whose 15 novels, set in the
atmospheric and beautiful Peak District in Derbyshire, are based on the detective pairing
of two young police detectives from Derbyshire named DS Diane Fry and DC Ben Cooper.
A TV series, “Cooper and Fry”, based on the books, was screened on Channel 5 in
November 2025.

During his early career, Stephen had been a teacher; he then entered journalism as a
reporter covering rugby. Later assignments were wide ranging, from reporting on village
Women's Institute meetings to coverage of the hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper. He has said
that working on the serial murder case had a direct influence on his leap to fiction writing.
He began to look at the subject in a new light when his wife pointed out that even he could
be a suspect in the case, and that she could not provide him with an alibi during the hours
he worked the night shift!

Tuesday 9th June – Sara Dellar
“The Sleeper Train to Haridwar”

An illustrated talk on Anglo – Indian history. It
traces Sara’s family’s economic migration to India,
mixing online research into family history from
1908 to 1939, as well as travels to India to bring
that research to life. Lacking a birth certificate,
the starting point was a squiggle in a passport in
bringing together the story of how the family
ended up living in India and where they lived.
Sara gives a PowerPoint presentation full of
pictures of her travels and research which bring
to life her father’s and grandparent’s stories.
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SWANS (Short Walks and No Stiles) Walking Group
A guided walk through the Historical town of Southwell

With an eager group of “SWANS”
walkers, we set off, soon passing
alongside Coghill Court retired
peoples’ accommodation, our first
stop being at Holy Trinity church,
where Canon Ernest Arthur Coghill
(1890-1941), was much loved by his
congregation for his kindness and
generosity, abolishing pew rents in
1907, this church gave an
alternative to the higher order of
services at the Southwell Minster.

This beautifully erected, spired church was built by raising funds from public donations in
1844, at a cost of £2,600, having received the princely sum of £2,000 from one wealthy
resident, Mrs Catherine Heathcote. That sum is equivalent to £340,000 today. Walking on
in a snake patrol, up a few steps along a ginnel, we arrived at “Lowes Wong” road, lined
with private houses. Evidently Mr Lowe, and his family were tenants in a Dunham
Prebendal House during the 1700s and 1800s. The house overlooked open unfenced land,
known as a 'Wong', hence the name Lowes Wong. We now have a primary school on the
site called Lowes Wong Schoool.

Onwards,  passing through an archway of the “Saracens Head” historic 12th-15th century
coaching inn, renowned as the site where King Charles 1st spent his last night of freedom
before surrendering to the Scots in 1646. We wended our way along Queens Street to the
Bull Yard of the then “Bull Inn”, a bustling centre for commercial and social gatherings.

Progressing along King street we passed the “Minster Tap” a new micro pub with a variety
of draught beers including the Hawkstone beer from Jeremy Clarkson’s brewery. Our next
port of call was the very well protected Potwell Dyke grasslands, one of the oldest
managed meadows in the land, being the last remaining area of the Archbishop of York’s
hunting ground, but more notably known for it's 5 different orchids, and over 200
different species of wild flowers growing there, a sight to behold !

This was a great informative walk, finishing up at The Hearty Good Fellow pub, for a
welcome drink and delicious lunch. We're a friendly group, why not give the SWANS
walking group a try next month, it will be a different area of interest.

- David Falkner ( https://bju3a.co.uk/swans/ )

 GROUPS
bju3a.co.uk/groups

https://bju3a.co.uk/swans/
https://bju3a.co.uk/swans/
https://bju3a.co.uk/groups


   www.bju3a.co.uk                                                                                3



   www.bju3a.co.uk                                                                                4



   www.bju3a.co.uk                                                                                5



   www.bju3a.co.uk                                                                                6


