
   www.bju3a.co.uk                                                                                1

Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45pm on the second Tuesday of the month in
Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, NG14 5EY. The speaker’s
talk is followed by tea, coffee and cakes. Visitors are very welcome and may attend
two meetings without charge or obligation to join. Please arrive in good time as latecomers
can make it difficult for others to hear the announcements.
Information about future Speaker Meetings can be found at https://bju3a.co.uk/events/

FEBRUARY 2026
NEWS BULLETIN

Tuesday 10th February – John Todd
“Our NHS Today”

John studied Physics at university and went on to study applications of physics in medicine,
which covers radiation safety, nuclear medicine, calibration of equipment, IT, electronics
and imaging. He was appointed head of department at Nottingham City Hospital in 1978
and by the late 1980s had taken on wider management responsibilities including large IT
projects. In 1991 he was appointed a Director at Leicester Royal Infirmary, responsible for
information, medical records and hitting all the targets aimed at reducing waiting times for
patients, and for one year he managed the Glenfield Hospital. He also served on the
NHS/BMA committee developing rules for accessing data held in NHS. When he was
trained at BBC Nottingham to cope with the media, he was told he had the face, voice and
demeanour to deal well with bad news!

The NHS has always been under pressure to meet the demand and needs of patients but
over the past 15 years waiting times, and other major issues have increased. This talk
explores the reasons, including; population growth, patient expectations, clinical
developments and pressures on services in the community, including GP practices. These
pressures have been apparent and known for many years, but correcting them is difficult
to put into practice. John explains the issues, his big concerns, looks at actions being
considered to bring about improvements, and shows how we stand with other comparable
countries in terms of facilities and survival from cancer.
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University Interest Group
What is the University Interest Group? Do come and join us!

No, it’s not a bunch of highly educated u3a members soaking up more
knowledge. We arrange talks at local universities by academics, eminent in their
fields, who are adept at explaining their amazing research in layman’s terms.
There is no regular commitment, you just respond to my emails detailing
forthcoming talks if you’re interested. The talks, typically lasting around 40
minutes, are usually followed by a tour or demonstration in the laboratories or
facilities.

For those interested we are also sometimes asked to participate in research
projects. About 4 or 5 talks and tours are arranged annually with each lasting a
couple of hours. Some memorable talks/subjects have included: the world
leading gps (global positioning systems) labs with the train track on the roof;
how muscles age as we do and what to do about it; and more recently how we
deal with Artificial Intelligence.

Do sign up and join us. You just need to send an email to Trevor Wright -
tgawright@icloud.com . There is no obligation, you will then receive emails from
me inviting you to events.

- Trevor Wright, Group Coordinator

The Carnarvon Room
Burton Joyce Community Brass Band now
manage the Carnarvon Room, which is located in
the centre of Burton Joyce, opposite the Co-op.
It is available for Group or individual Private Hire
at £15 per hour.

The facilities include; kitchen, toilets, tables and
chairs, an electrically-operated dropdown screen
ideal for PowerPoint presentations, piano,
excellent acoustics. It is ideal for meetings,
fitness, drama, choirs, or music groups, etc.

Further details and room bookings can be obtained by emailing
charlotte.davenport10968@gmail.com

mailto:tgawright@icloud.com
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