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Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45pm on the second Tuesday of the month in
Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, NG14 5EY. The speaker’s
talk is followed by tea, coffee and cakes. Visitors are very welcome and may attend
two meetings without charge or obligation to join. Please arrive in good time as latecomers
can make it difficult for others to hear the announcements.

DECEMBER 2025
NEWS BULLETIN

Tuesday 13th January – Neil Hallam
“From Policeman to Crime Author”

An accomplished mountaineer and adventure cyclist, Neil has travelled to some of the
world’s most fascinating places, including the Himalayas and the Mongolian Steppe.

His police career, in both uniform and as a detective, took some unusual turns. A
specialism in CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological & Nuclear) terrorism, involved him
in cases like the Alexander Litvinenko assassination and the Salisbury Novichok poisonings.
Neil also spent five years leading an anti-corruption team (the real Line of Duty). Already
a qualified photo-journalist, Neil’s police and travel experiences led to writing his series of
crime thrillers. The subject matter, all adapted from real-world experience, cover diverse
subjects, including; people trafficking, nuclear terrorism and the smuggling of rare animals.

Neil’s policing experience, and his ability to turn it into drama, led to commissions as a
Police Advisor on TV shows, including Coronation Street and Waterloo Road. His enquiring
mind also turned itself to historical research, and a historical novel, based around the iron
and coal industries of the Derbyshire village he calls home.

Neil’s talk From Policeman to Crime Writer weaves his real-life experiences through the
creation of his 10 books. Explaining the creative process, and where fact meets fiction.

Tuesday 9th December - Christmas Meeting
The Christmas meeting will begin with a talk by Mike Burton, who spoke to us a few months
ago about the River Trent. “A Christmas Story” will cover its customs and traditions, its
roller coaster history, from a crazy over-the-top festival in Tudor times, to near-extinction,
then to a modern reinvention. Our Ukulele group will then perform Christmas favourites
and there will be a table quiz, mulled wine, and festive fayre.
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Pétanque

The Pétanque group met on Tuesday 25th November for their (early) Christmas get
together which also marked the end of our annual Melee competition, so a prize giving
was in order. Bob Heath was our champion this year, for the second time!

26 of us gathered for a very convivial post Pétanque meal. We continue to play when the
weather suits us, armed with thermals and have gathered quite a few new members over
the last few months, so we thrive! If you would like to join us then DO IT!!!

- Dil Vowles  - https://bju3a.co.uk/petanque/

Beer & Cider Group
Eleven of our members turned out to visit The King William
IV (”The King Billy”) in Sneinton. This is a pub widely
regarded as being one of the best "real ale" pubs in the
Nottingham area, serving a wide selection of beers and
ciders, of various
strengths; something
to suit everyone's
taste.

- Rob Johnson
https://bju3a.co.uk/
beer-cider/
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Wine Tasting
A record 35 members attended
November’s meeting for a very sociable
evening, tasting 4 white and 4 red wines
from the Burgundy and Rhone regions of
France, very ably hosted by Caroline
Roberts and Ian Cunningham, and Colin
and Mary Simm.

We were treated to a Cotes due Rhone
Blanc, an excellent classic Chablis, a crisp
unoaked white Burgundy, and a creamy,
oaked white from the banks of the Rhone.
The reds were all from the Cotes du Rhone,
the hot, dry, south of France where the sun enables the grapes to fully ripen. Ideal wines
to drink with a hearty stew. The final red we tasted was awarded the highest mark of 9
out of ten, and it also happened to be the most expensive at £18.50 a bottle. It’s certainly
not always the case that the most expensive wine wins.

We also enjoyed sweet and savoury nibbles, and  had our general knowledge tested by 3
quizzes, one a music quiz run by Colin Simm (pictured standing), and another based on
Richard Osman’s House of Games “AnswerSmash” round.

- Alan Comerie - https://bju3a.co.uk/wine-tasting/
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