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Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45pm on the second Tuesday of the month in
Burton Joyce & Bulcote Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, NG14 5EY. The speaker’s
talk is followed by tea, coffee and cakes. Visitors are very welcome and may attend
two meetings without charge or obligation to join. Please arrive in good time as latecomers
can make it difficult for others to hear the announcements.

NEWS BULLETIN
 NOVEMBER 2025

Tuesday 11th November - Paula Cornwell
“Keeping up appearance, Victorian style”

Paula Cornwell's latest talk, with some audience participation,
as the fictional character “Mrs. Henrietta Peabody”, gives
marriage guidance to Victorian ladies. We will learn how to
behave when walking outside, how to flirt using your fashion
accessories, how to keep a man happy in marriage, what to
expect from a husband and most importantly, how to keep up
appearances.

Paula’s talks are not only a journey through time, she brings history to life in a way that is
both informative and entertaining. This will be the fourth time that Paula has brought a
charismatic woman to our meetings.

Tuesday 9th December
Christmas Meeting

The Christmas meeting will begin with a talk by Mike
Burton, who spoke to us a few months ago about the
River Trent. “A Christmas Story” will cover its

customs and traditions, its roller coaster history, from a crazy over-the-top festival in Tudor
times, to near-extinction, then to a modern reinvention. Our Ukulele group will then
perform Christmas favourites and there will be a table quiz, mulled wine, and festive fayre.

As this meeting is always very popular we need to have a good idea how many members
are coming to ensure there will be, (a) adequate seating and (b) plenty of food, so like last
year, to gauge the number of attendees we will email a simple Google Poll in mid-November.
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“Time Out” Group Trip To Denby Pottery
This outing proved to be more interesting than I first
imagined. After less than an hour’s drive, we were met
by a very pleasant young lady, who equipped us with
high viz tabards and provided an introduction that
included the history of the Denby factory. The
company’s innovative salt-glazed stoneware and
decorative tableware has been sold continuously in this
country and over 50 other countries all over the world.
Korea in particular is a large importer of Denby
tableware, even commissioning its own designs.

During a most interesting tour we saw a lot of operatives
in white protective outer garments around the busy,
sometimes noisy semi-automated factory, as our guide
explained each process, even from before the pottery

firing took place. Much of the delicate design work is still done by hand with the talented
designers and craftspeople that bring Denby ceramics to the modern age, each one of
them having that expert’s skilled eye for detail.

The Denby story began in 1809 when William Bourne
discovered a valuable seam of clay at Denby,
Derbyshire, where the pottery is still located today. The
company has undergone significant changes in
ownership and corporate structure, notably
becoming Denbyware Ltd in 1970 and being subject to
a management buyout in the 1990s  A further
management buyout led to Denby Potteries Ltd being
incorporated in 2009.

Clay Discovery: Many tonnes of the readily available pure soft fine clay have been mined
and stored creating a mountain on site, with enough to keep production going for at least
10 years to come. Denby have been crafting versatile, beautiful and durable made-to-last
ceramics for over 200 years on the same site in Derbyshire, always subscribing to the ethos
of ‘buy well, buy once’.

This was yet another great interesting day trip with our u3a friends, with our ‘Time-out’
Group. Come along to the next “Time Out” visit - you will be made most welcome.
- David Falkner

https://bju3a.co.uk/groups
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