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From The Editor
OVER AND OUT

This is my last Newsline as I am stepping down from the Committee. I do really hope
that someone will come forward and take on this role. It is certainly time for a fresh
pair of eyes, as I seem to have been involved in bju3a in one way or another forever!

And where would I be without it? Where else can I be kept fit, intellectually stimulated,
kept amused but, most important of all, enjoy the company of friends? I have been
so grateful for the help of Colin Simm and Alan Comerie who have masterminded the
layout and production of Newsline and to Hilary MacCallum who responded to my
request for a cub reporter and made it her role to ring up new members and then
provide a brief profile.

So, you will be hearing less from me … although as he who must be obeyed regularly
comments - “as if!”

 - Judith

Burton Joyce & District u3a Newsline
Welcome to the August Edition of Newsline

I am very grateful to the group of volunteers who arrive early
(before 1pm) at our monthly meetings to lay out the tables and
chairs. I email the group a week before each meeting asking if
they are able to help and usually 3 or 4 kindly offer to. However,
for various reasons several people have had to drop out and I
need more to join the group so that we can share the task and not
impose too much on the same people every time. Please email me
at  awc1950@gmail.com if you are willing to help. Many thanks,

- Alan Comerie

mailto:awc1950@gmail.com
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Chair’s Chatter
A big welcome to the committee approved at the AGM on 8th Aug. We
had hoped for a last-minute flurry of eager beavers anxious to bring
their bright ideas to our U3A. But we are optimistic that they (you) will
in the future.

The make-up of the committee is as follows:

Anna Moore - Chair & Beacon Administrator
Alan Comerie - Vice Chair and Speaker Finder
Jacky Kinsey - Treasurer
Sue Berridge - Business Secretary
Rupert Williams - Membership Secretary
Christine Shepherd - Groups Facilitator
Elaine Bass - Social Secretary
Rob Johnson  - Social Events
Gwen McCormick } General
David Yates   } Committee
Dave Hoskins  } Members

Sadly two members have stepped down
from their roles on the committee: Anne
Hegarty as the Treasurer and Judith
Wright as the Newsline Editor. Huge
gratitude goes to them both for all their
hard work and dedication.

We are delighted that the Treasurer role has been filled by Jacky Kinsey but we are
desperately looking for a new Newsline Editor. Can it be you?? This is your chance to
contribute to the public image of our U3A. Newsline is issued on a quarterly basis and you
will receive loads of support – and of course, cake!

The 1st meeting of the newly elected committee will be held on the 19th September with
a focus on how we communicate both to our existing members and to the public. Anyone
who can offer support is welcome to come along. I can assure you that you will continue
to be informed of upcoming events and news from our Groups.

Best Wishes,

Anna Moore
chair@bju3a.co.uk

  L to R - Anne Hegarty, Anna Moore, Alan Comerie, Judith Wright

Click on the “Follow us on Facebook image” to join our Private Facebook Group, or
visit our website www.bju3a.co.uk for more information about Bju3a.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/265197165252666
mailto:chair@bju3a.co.uk
www.bju3a.co.uk
https://bju3a.co.uk
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Village Hall packed for our Annual General Meeting

We’re not used to having to put out extra chairs for our AGM but 78 people packed
in for the August meeting.

The committee had decided to dispense with tradition, and the meeting commenced
with a photographic display of this year’s activities, outings and social events. Sitting
in the audience with a new member, and seeing this through her eyes, it brought it
home just how much we offer. As she said, paraphrasing, “all this for £18 per year -
and cake!”

As all the reports and accounts had been sent out in advance, it was just a quick
formality to approve them. Anne Hegarty was thanked for her thorough and
professional job as Treasurer for the past 5 years, me for doing Newsline, and Alan
Comerie for just, well, doing quite a lot.

You will see from the photo, that whilst Anna
and Anne look suitably demure, I am
showing off. But look carefully. The reason I
am showing my legs (not one of my most
obvious attributes) is because the trousers
were machine hemmed by Chris Sheath – yet
another perk of our u3a.

Having attended her craft class for several
years, she had to admit that I wasn’t one of
her success stories and so when I asked to
borrow her machine to finish my botched job
of shortening said trousers, she just took
over!

Then came the speaker, another change to our usual
format. And how interesting he was! The “Ultra” of
the title referred to the ultimate secret, ultra being
the code name for what was being done at Bletchley.

He boggled us (well at least me) with figures of the
possible enigma modifications and I am sure most of
us felt humbled that such incredible brains existed,
most of whom are long forgotten. Interestingly the
Enigma machine was invented by a German, and the
derivation of the word enigma is from the Greek
meaning to “speak in riddles”.

All this and Elaine’s delicious
cakes in one afternoon!

- Judith Wright
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Our current membership stands at 372 and I am pleased to report that the MALE
% is on the increase - up to 37%.

Since our last New Members Coffee Morning in January we
have had a further 20 newbies, and it was practically
standing room only for our most recent one at the
Wheatsheaf on August 1st. Nineteen people heard
Chairman, Anna, explain the background and ethos of u3a
and then chatted over coffee and cake with committee
members to find out more about our interest groups.  Such
was the enthusiasm for getting active, that 2 of the guests
tried out Aerobics the following day and several others
enquired about our walking groups. The best feedback we
had was how welcoming our u3a is – long may that continue!

Although we are still some way off - our last new member was number 973 on the
system. When we started Beacon was not invented so it’s difficult to know whether
we have actually had a total of 1,000 members, but surely the number 1,000
should be celebrated. Ideas please, to Rupert Williams, Membership Secretary.

- Rupert Williams - Membership Secretary

Spotlight on our New Members
Welcome to our recently-joined members, some of whom are mentioned below….

Sally Smith
Sally and husband, Paul, have lived in Burton Joyce for over 40 years. He is already
a member of U3A and in the table-tennis group. Sally has been involved with the
family’s smallholding but now her children have returned to the village she enjoys
time with her 2 grandchildren. The lure of the ukulele group led to her joining our
u3a. Her grandson bought a ukulele and, in an effort to help and encourage him,
she too bought one to see if she could master the instrument. She is thoroughly
enjoying the group, feeling it to be really supportive, especially of beginners. It will
be September before the group meets again so better keep practising Sally!
Sally’s other interests include painting and drawing and she is a member of the
Nottingham Society of Artists.

Olive Spouge
Olive lives in Gunthorpe, where her late husband was born and where he used to
run the Post Office, a role that his father held before him. She has lived there for
70 years. Another new member tempted in by the ukulele group, Olive is an
established member of Ratcliffe on Trent u3a, where she belongs to the poetry and
classical music groups. She has been a very a keen golfer, previously captain of
Newark golf club and still meets regularly with former fellow players.  In fact she
is such a busy lady that she finds it difficult to fit everything in -a nice problem to
have! Olive has an Open University degree and her working life was in legal offices
in Nottingham and Newark.



BJ&D u3a Newsline    |   Issue 03.23 August 2023   I   Editor: Judith Wright | email: bju3anewsline@outlook.com    

Joy Smith
Joy has lived in Burton Joyce for 10 years, having moved from Gedling. Whilst she
had been aware of u3a, it was Yvonne’s art group that was the draw and Joy is so
pleased she took the decision. She says it’s a lively session and the group size is
ideal. She has also been to a few of the monthly meetings and plans to go again
in future.

John and Patricia Potter
John and Patricia are actually known as Mike and Theresa. They moved to
Burton Joyce from Carlton just 18 months ago. They were aware of the u3a, via
friends who belong to it in other places, and were prompted to join, not least as a
means to meet people. They have enjoyed the talks at the couple of monthly
meetings they’ve attended – the last being Rev Alan Haydock, who went down
very well!
Mike is a northerner, originally from St Helens. He worked in the Midlands for an
American company dealing in medical equipment. Theresa is from Nottingham.
They have strong links with Cyprus, where they both lived at one time but actually
met on a plane! This is a second marriage for them both. When they resettled in
the UK Theresa came back with her Cyprus poodle, which lived to be a good age.
They very much enjoyed the trip to the Houses of Parliament.

Margaret and James Tandy
Margaret and James originate from the County – James from Nottingham and
Margaret from Church Warsop. They are fairly new to life in Burton Joyce, having
moved here just 6 months ago from Woodborough. It’s been an eventful time not
just with the move, as Margaret had a health issue from which it’s taken time to
recover. Happily, she is much improved and able to get about more. Prior to
retirement, Margaret worked for the NHS for over 25 years whilst James’s line of
work was printing. They too have joined with a view to meeting people and
Margaret hopes to be fit enough to try Aerobics, whilst James wonders what will
work around his golf!

Paul Murphy
Paul lives in Bulcote and is another member lured in by the ukulele group. Paul
has been retired for some years – his career was in exploration drilling, so he is
very well travelled. His interests include cricket, a sport he played a lot in previous
years. Could walking cricket be an option if we could get it going? - Editor.

Welcome all!

PAM COX 1933-2023
Sadly, we have lost one of our longest-serving members.
Pam was a long time member of the bridge group going back
to when it met in the village hall. After the group decided to
play more regularly in the afternoons rather than once a
month in the evening, Pam was one of those quick to
volunteer to host at their houses. This she did for many
years, always making her guests feel welcome with her
extensive range of biscuits! She was also really good player
and very tolerant of her partners’ mistakes.
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Forthcoming Monthly Speaker Meetings
Monthly speaker meetings are held at 1:45 p.m. in Burton Joyce and Bulcote
Village Hall, Trent Lane, Burton Joyce, Nottingham NG14 5EY. They are
followed by refreshments, tea/coffee and cakes. It’s an ideal opportunity to
socialise, sign up for Groups and chat to friends. Members should arrive in
good time as latecomers can make it difficult for others to hear the
announcements.

TUESDAY 12th SEPTEMBER – DAVE MOYLAN - “FUNNY TURNS

Dave Moylan has been a professional entertainer for much of his long
life….As a musician performing all types of music all over the UK, as well
as accompanying some of the country’s best-known entertainers. Then
as a comedy magician, performing at some of the country’s most (and
least) prestigious venues, including 25 years as resident magician at
Warwick Castle.

TUESDAY 10th OCTOBER – DAVID SKILLEN - “PILOTS ‘N PETTICOATS – WOMEN
MASTERS OF THE SKY
David is one of the best speaker’s we’ve had. This will be the third
time he has presented one of his talks to us. It is a fascinating, fully
illustrated talk about the colourful and determined ladies whose
achievements enabled women to write their own place in aviation
history. From Elisabeth Thible who took to the skies in 1794 via
legends such as Amelia Earhart and Amy Johnson to astronauts such
as Sally Ride. Women who have flown every type of aircraft from
hot air balloons and biplanes to Concorde and the Space Shuttle.

TUESDAY 14th NOVEMBER – IAN MABER - “INDIA, THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN
Living and working in India is an experience not be
missed. There are several bizarre and humorous
situations that Ian found himself in, many of which are
included in this presentation. It is a light-hearted look
at life through the eyes of a westerner who finds
himself instantly accepted and embedded in a
somewhat mystifying culture.

TUESDAY 12th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS MEETING
Our Ukulele group will be performing again at our
Christmas meeting, and there will be a quiz, mulled
wine, and festive fayre. It’s always a very sociable event,
getting us into the mood for Christmas.

- Alan Comerie, Speaker Finder
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GROUP NEWS
Click here for an up to date list of all our Groups

Book Group

We’ve been running for almost 10 years now and
still have some of the original members and whilst
we don’t always agree what makes a good read,
we do get on!

Our last book, chosen by Chris Sheath, was
“Educated” by Tara Westover, and you can see
from the photo that it had us hooked. Unusually for
us, this was not a work of fiction. However, it was
a difficult read in as much as we knew that she was
telling her own story of her upbringing in Mormon
Utah and how an education enabled her to escape.
She might have escaped the tyranny of her father
(we couldn’t agree whether he was bi polar,
deluded or just a bully) but it was, and we assume
still is, at great emotional cost to herself.

An excellent choice and oh yes the cake was good too!

University Interest Group

Eco Houses

On a Wednesday in July, a good number of us
found our way to a wooded corner of Nottingham
University campus to hear a talk by Professor
Mark Gillott on his (and the university's) work on
development of sustainable eco houses. We also
got to look around one of the houses sited there.

It was fascinating to hear of all the work done
over a number of years to develop a community
of linked eco houses at Trent Basin, not so very
far from here.

He explained how it was better and more realistic to develop a community based approach
rather than a standalone one and showed us lots of graphs and data that demonstrated the
gulf between where we are now and where we need to be get to net zero.

He believes that the technologies already exist to make much more progress but that
successive Governments have failed to act to change planning laws, legislation and
particularly to force builders to make it happen.

The Trent Basin development has a large battery to smooth the production of solar energy from
the site and its consumption at different times of the day. He suggested that in the future our
electric cars could perform this function as well - sitting on our drives giving out power to our
houses at times and charging at others.  (Continued on page 8) >>>>>>

https://bju3a.co.uk/groups/
https://u3asites.org.uk/burton-joyce/groups


BJ&D u3a Newsline    |   Issue 03.23 August 2023   I   Editor: Judith Wright | email: bju3anewsline@outlook.com    

All food for thought and another fascinating insight into the practical application of University
research work.

Professor Gillott definitely deserves the Blue Peter badge he got when he demonstrated the
houses on the programme a few years ago.

- Colin Simm
HOT OFF THE PRESS

Look out for the next talk, this time at Nottingham Trent,in October, where we will hear from
an expert in ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyper Activity Disorder) which has been so much in the
news recently.

If you want to sign up for this group to receive information of visits, email Trevor
Wright at tgawright@icloud.com

In Appreciation of BJu3a
Who says getting old is boring? Then they weren’t on the 10.05 p.m. 26 bus from Nottingham on
the 18th May. U3a members/BJ bowls club members filled the WHOLE of the bottom deck! They
had all been out for various 'cultural events' in Nottingham; theatre, wine tasting, cinema, beer
and cider tasting, restaurants and importantly a whole lot of fun. What an exemplar of our ethos
of learn, laugh, live. It’s a real privilege to count all these people as friends. Thank you Bju3a.
- Michelle and Peter Price-Horne

(It was also comforting for those of us who’d left the car near Tesco and were on a different bus
and were observed on said bus that concern was shown that we knew what we were doing!!! We
did as it happened!)  - Editor

Growing up in the 1950s/60s
1. Pasta was not eaten.
2. Curry was a surname.
3. A takeaway was a mathematical problem.
4. A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower.
5. Crisps were plain; the only choice we had was whether
 to put salt on or not.
6. Rice was only eaten as a milk pudding.
7. A Big Mac was what we wore when it rained.
8. Brown bread was something only poor people ate.
9. Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking.
10. Tea was made in a teapot using leaves, and was
 never green.
11. Sugar was considered good in those days and was
 regarded as white gold. Cubed sugar was posh.
12. Fish didn’t have fingers.
13. Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.
14. People who didn’t peel potatoes were considered lazy.
15. Indian restaurants were only found in India.
16. Seaweed was not a recognised food.
17. “Kebab” was not even a word, let alone a food.
18. Prunes were medicinal.
19. Muesli was readily available; it was called cattle feed.
20. Water came out of the tap. If someone had
 suggested bottling it and charging more than petrol
 for it, they would have become a laughing stock.
21. Things we never had on a dining table in the 50s and
 60s: elbows, or phones!

mailto:tgawright@icloud.com
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It is a while since we have been to this extravaganza of non-stop, singing, dancing,
music, humour and variety. It is a fast-moving celebration of the festive season
featuring an eclectic mix of both seasonal and year-round favourites. With a cast
of 120 professional singers, dancers and musicians, most of whom are straight
from the West End, this is the biggest Christmas show of its kind in Europe!  It is
set in the magical surroundings of mechanical organs and fairground carousels
with the auditorium ablaze with colour. It features famous and much-loved chart
toppers being performed alongside traditional carols. Please note the finale of the
show includes a fly-over of white doves across the auditorium. Continued >>>>

The Christmas Spectacular 2022 show was the biggest yet. We have booked 52
seats and 40 places have already been booked, so if you have been undecided
please don’t delay any longer as we will very shortly circulate other local U3As,
asking them to pass this information on to their members.

We shall leave from outside the parade of shops in Burton Joyce at 8.30 a.m., then
after a break during the journey, will arrive at the Refectory at Walsingham Priory
for a 2-course roast Christmas lunch, mince pies, tea or coffee. Thursford is only
a short distance away and we will continue our journey at 1 p.m. in readiness for
the 2 p.m. matinee performance.  Please ensure you are in your seat by 1.45 p.m.
At the end of the performance we will board our coach for the return journey to
Burton Joyce where we expect to arrive around 7.45 p.m.

The cost is £80.50, made up of £16.50 per person for the coach, £16 lunch and
£48 for the performance ticket compared with £67 five years ago. If you would like
to join in what will be a most enjoyable day out, please e-mail
outings@bju3a.co.uk or phone 0115 931 2571.

If you have previously been to this Christmas Spectacular you will know what to
expect. If not, you will enjoy a most amazing high quality show by first class
performers. It is noticeable at the end of the performance when the audience leave
the auditorium they have large smiles on their faces!!

 - Alwyn Foster

mailto:outings@bju3a.co.uk
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BEWARE: LATEST WHATSAPP SCAM

Whilst we all think we are immune to scams and wouldn’t fall for one, I’ve recently been
surprised when two separate friends admitted that they’d been conned.  Neither were
members of that fine body of astute, vigilant and lively people that make up bju3a, but
both profess to be intelligent and generally savvy individuals.  In each case, they felt the
message was very plausible.

So, beware of the latest WhatsApp scam. Large community and religious WhatsApp
groups are being targeted by scammers who infiltrate them to try and deceive their
members into sending them money. The fraud often begins when a member of the
group receives a WhatsApp audio call from the fraudster, pretending, or claiming, to be
a member of the group. This is done in order to gain the individual’s trust, and often the
scammer will use a false profile picture and / or display name, so at first glance it would
appear to be a genuine member of the group.

 The fraudster will then call the victim and say they are sending a one-time passcode
which will allow them to join an upcoming video call for group members. The scammer
then asks the victim to share this passcode with them so they can be “registered” for
the video call. What’s really happening is that the scammer is asking for a registration
code to register the victim’s WhatsApp account to a new device where they then “port”
their WhatsApp profile over.

 Once the fraudster has access to the victim’s WhatsApp account, they will enable
two-step verification which makes it impossible for the victim to access their account.
The scammer will then message other members of the group, or friends and family in
the victim’s contacts, asking them to transfer money urgently as they are in desperate
need of help.

Oliver Shaw, Detective Chief Superintendent and Head of Action Fraud and the National
Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) said: “WhatsApp continues to be a popular platform
for community and religious groups, but sadly also for fraudsters. We urge people
always to be wary when receiving contact via WhatsApp or other messaging platforms.
This is particularly the case when being asked to provide account information.”
If you have been a victim of fraud or cybercrime, report it  at www.actionfraud.police.uk
or by calling 0300 123 2040.
Many thanks to Caroline Roberts for sharing this information.

www.actionfraud.police.uk 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
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The minutes of the latest committee meeting can be found here. At the date of
publication of this edition, the members of the Committee are set out below.

Anna Moore Chair 07891 221840 chair@bju3a.co.uk

Jacky Kinsey Treasurer 07469 958690 Treasurer@bju3a.co.uk

Sue Berridge Business Secretary 07999 101354 Secretary@bju3a.co.uk

Christine Shepherd Groups Facilitator 07773 156813 Groups@bju3a.co.uk

Rupert Williams Membership Secretary 0115 931 3095 MembershipSecretary@bju3a.co.uk

Alan Comerie Vice Chair & Speaker Finder 07581 456253 speakers@bju3a.co.uk

Anna Moore Beacon Coordinator 07891 221840 Beacon002@bju3a.co.uk

Elaine Bass Social Secretary 0115 911 8756

Rob Johnson Social Events 07762 706059

Gwen McCormick Committee Member 07778 574111

David Yates Committee Member 07929 726583

Dave Hoskins Committee Member 07711 985380

Additional administrative contacts

Alwyn Foster Outings Support 0115 931 2571  outings@bju3a.co.uk
Grenville Shepherd Fire Safety 0115 9618840  grenshepherd@yahoo.co.uk
Alan Comerie Website Manager 07851 456253
David Falkner  Welcomers’ Coordinator 07870 502479 welcome@bju3a.co.uk

Would you like to blow your own trumpet by promoting
or showcasing your Group?

Any Group has the opportunity to publicise what it does in a brief
slot before we introduce our monthly speaker. If you would like to
address the BJu3a audience - usually 75+ members - please
contact me via the e-mail address speakers@bju3a.co.uk.
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